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scholar and public servant, Dr. Portia Holmes 
Shields. While we cannot claim her as a na-
tive of our State her extraordinary service as 
the seventh President of Albany State Univer-
sity has proven that she not only made Geor-
gia her home these past nine years, she made 
it better. 

When Dr. Shields first became President of 
Albany State University in 1996, she not only 
faced the challenge of being the first woman 
in that role, she confronted a campus ravaged 
by floodwaters. She met the challenge head- 
on and spearheaded a $153 million flood-re-
covery program that brought new life to the 
Southwest Georgia institution. Yet beyond im-
provements to the university’s face and phys-
ical structure, under the direction of Dr. 
Shields, Albany State University has become 
an institution to be proud of. 

Today, enrollment is up nearly 20 percent 
as Albany State maintains the third-highest re-
tention rate among the University System of 
Georgia’s 34 colleges and universities. Since 
the fall of 1996, the average SAT scores of in-
coming freshmen also jumped by more than 
120 points. By following her own personal mis-
sion of putting students first, Dr. Shields has 
helped recruit the best and brightest and has 
added three new undergraduate programs at 
the institution including the state of Georgia’s 
only forensic science program. In addition, her 
prowess as a fundraiser has been instru-
mental in making her vision for the University 
possible today and into the future. 

This Friday, May 6, 2005, I will join Albany 
State University in honoring Dr. Portia Holmes 
Shields and wishing her continued future suc-
cess in whatever path she might choose. 
However, here in this hallowed hall, I rise on 
behalf of the city of Albany, the Second Con-
gressional District and the State of Georgia to 
honor the extraordinary contribution that Dr. 
Shields has made to our community and to 
the many students whose lives she has 
touched. She will be truly missed. 
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SMALL BUSINESS BILL OF RIGHTS 
AND SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to offer my support for the Small Busi-
ness Bill of Rights (H. Res. 22). 

I think it is time we help small businesses 
so they can in turn help themselves. Small 
business owners desperately need our help in 
ensuring they can provide their employees 
with the best possible benefits. 

What better time to consider this bill than on 
National Small Business Week. I would be re-
miss if I did not mention that last year’s Small 
Business Person of the year was from Colum-
bus, Georgia. Sheree W. Mitchell started with 
an SBA loan in 1989 and turned her day care 
center business, Growing Room Inc., into a $5 
million per year enterprise. I think Sheree 
should be a poster child for small businesses. 
She has proven that with persistence and en-
trepreneur thinking it is possible to build a suc-
cessful enterprise from scratch. 

I also want to congratulate the 2005 SBA 
Award winners for the state of Georgia: Tom 
Eaves, President and CEO of Star Software 

Systems Corporation in Warner Robins, Geor-
gia—Small Business Person of the Year; Win 
Roshell, Minority Small Business Champion of 
the Year; Mountville Mills, Inc., Family-Owned 
Small Business of the Year; Amanda 
Rodriguez, Young Entrepreneur of the Year; 
C. Vance Leavy, Small Business Journalist of 
the Year. 

These folks know what it takes to success-
fully run a small business and they should be 
recognized and praised for it. They were se-
lected to be honored based on their record of 
stability, growth in employment and sales, fi-
nancial condition, innovation, response to ad-
versity, and community service. 

I am strongly supporting H. Res. 22 for peo-
ple like those I’ve just named. This piece of 
legislation clarifies Congressional support for 
seven key issues importance to every small 
business. As a former small business owner, 
I can testify to the importance of each one of 
these. These seven issues are: reducing 
health insurance costs through Association 
Health Plans, ending frivolous lawsuits, red 
tape relief, tax relief, increasing access to cap-
ital, opening access to government contracts 
and reducing energy costs. 

These issues are commonsense rights 
every small business owner deserves and I 
hope the passing of this resolution will bring 
awareness to the seven areas this resolution 
addresses. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to co-sponsor and 
vote for the Small Business Bill of Rights. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. 
SKI AND SHOWBOARD ASSOCIA-
TION 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a national sports organization that 
began in Ishpeming, Michigan. The United 
States Ski and Snowboard Association is the 
national governing body for Olympic skiing 
and snowboarding and is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary on May 6th. 

Originally founded as the National Ski Asso-
ciation (NSA) in 1904 by the local Ishpeming 
Ski Club, the NSA was the birthplace of orga-
nized skiing in the United States. The group 
changed their name to the United States Ski 
Association in 1962 and, as snowboarding 
grew in popularity and gained credibility as a 
sport, the final name change occurred in 1997 
to the U.S. Ski and Snowboard Association 
(USSA). 

As the governing body for U.S. Olympic ski 
and snowboarding, the USSA has been con-
solidated since 1988 with the U.S. Ski Team 
in Park City, Utah where the team has been 
based since 1974. However, as a tribute to 
the founding roots of the organization, the 
United States National Ski Hall of Fame and 
Museum is still based in Ishpeming, Michigan 
where it also celebrates its 50th anniversary 
May 6th. The Hall of Fame proudly displays 
photos and short bios of 342 inductees. 

In the one hundred year history of the 
USSA, it is proclaimed as the most diverse of 
any Olympic Sports organization with seven 
different athletic sport programs. The USSA 
Olympic Sports programs include alpine, cross 

country, disabled, freestyle, ski jumping, Nor-
dic combined and snowboarding. The USSA 
manages 14 different men’s and women’s na-
tional teams, accounting for half of the Olym-
pic Winter Games events. 

In order to be serious international competi-
tors, the organization requires the tremendous 
number of athletes to be trained and sup-
ported by an ever larger network of people. 
The USSA is comprised of 30,000 athletes, 
coaches, officials and volunteers and more 
than 100,000 parents, supporters and devo-
tees. With this powerhouse of world class tal-
ent and support, the USSA should have no 
problem fulfilling their goal of making the 
United States of America the best in the world 
in Olympic skiing and snowboarding by 2006. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the United States House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 
the United States Ski and Snowboard Asso-
ciation on their first 100 years and in wishing 
them well in bringing home the Olympic spirit 
and the ‘‘gold’’ throughout the next century. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF THE COLO-
RADO NORTHERN FRONT RANGE 
MOUNTAIN BACKDROP PROTEC-
TION STUDY ACT 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am again introducing the Colorado Northern 
Front Range Mountain Backdrop Protection 
Study Act. I introduced similar bills in the 
107th and 108th Congresses. 

The bill is intended to help local commu-
nities identify ways to protect the Front Range 
Mountain Backdrop in the northern sections of 
the Denver-metro area, especially the region 
just west of the Rocky Flats Environmental 
Technology site. The Arapaho-Roosevelt Na-
tional Forest includes much of the land in this 
backdrop area, but there are other lands in-
volved as well. 

Rising dramatically from the Great Plains, 
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains pro-
vides a scenic mountain backdrop to many 
communities in the Denver metropolitan area 
and elsewhere in Colorado. The portion of the 
range within and adjacent to the Arapaho- 
Roosevelt National Forest also includes a di-
verse array of wildlife habitats and provides 
many opportunities for outdoor recreation. 

The open-space character of this mountain 
backdrop is an important esthetic and eco-
nomic asset for adjoining communities, making 
them attractive locations for homes and busi-
nesses. But rapid population growth in the 
northern Front Range area of Colorado is in-
creasing recreational use of the Arapaho-Roo-
sevelt National Forest and is also placing in-
creased pressure for development of other 
lands within and adjacent to that national for-
est. 

We can see this throughout Colorado and 
especially along the Front Range. Homes and 
shopping centers are sprawling up valleys and 
along highways that feed into the Front 
Range. This development then spreads out 
along the ridges and mountain tops that make 
up the backdrop. We are in danger of losing 
to development many of the qualities that 
have helped attract new residents. So, it is im-
portant to better understand what steps might 
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